Needle sharing for the use of therapeutic drugs as a potential AIDS risk behavior among migrant Hispanic farmworkers in the eastern stream.
In the United States, 41 percent of the AIDS cases are found in ethnic minorities. While it is true that AIDS is disproportionately represented among minorities, not enough research has been directed at identifying risk factors peculiar to different ethnic groups. This study explored critical knowledge of AIDS, patterns of sexual behavior, and self-injection for therapeutic reasons among migrant workers. Data were collected through face to face interviews with 378 hispanic migrant workers. Respondents, seventy-nine (21.4 percent), reported self-injecting antibiotics and vitamins for medicinal reasons while only 2.6 percent self-injected recreational drugs. The likelihood of contracting AIDS escalates as the number of risk factors increase. Self-injection of therapeutic agents is a great risk when considered in concert with the other risk factors present in the migrant farmworker population. Exposure to additional factors such as sexual promiscuity, frequenting prostitutes, homosexual behavior and having vaginal or anal intercourse without a condom creates a potentially dangerous situation. Hence, each of the individual AIDS risk factors may be multiplied and broadcast through the needle risk. AIDS health education needs to deal with this cultural pattern of self-injection in its intervention programs.